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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


he one supremely notable fact about the passing of 
Gladstone is the absolute unanimity of every responsible 
as to the beauty of his character and the nobility 
pirit. He was, indeed, a man to be reverenced and 
mt his dominant characteristic, in our opinion, was 
ntensely ardent zeal for facts. He was, above all 
knight errant. In his ears, from first to last, 
d the old ery, *Get thee out of thy country, and 
y kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land 
I show thee.’ And he was never disobedient for 


ears ago, there was a possibility of his following 
st interesting experiments in relation to our 
id we believe that it was only the strong flow of 
of politics that prevented him.  *LicmT' for 
8th, 1884, contains very important information 

It is not going too far to say that Mr. 
very deeply impressed by certain experiments 
ried out about that time. His remark that 
*run too much in a groove, and are too often 
give any attention whatever to matters which 
with their established modes of thought,’ 
even more to the point to-day. But we shall 
—and get moved on, whether we like it or 


sorry to say that Dr. Stanton Coit's evident 
creasing. According to the ‘South London 
late le eture on Modern Spiritualism was entirely 
Thomas’ affair. And yet he also is rather 
i& Mrs. Piper. It is so very difficult to dis- 
r satisfactory to Doubting Thomas. He 
; had an interview with this lady, and 
hich, at the first blush, seemed to offer 
dence of the possession of occult 
ongs to the noble army of doubters. 
to be supernaturally acquired in- 
. the outcome of shrewd guessing,’ 
will ask Dr. Hodgson about that. 
explanation of Mrs. Piper's case, 
‘ill Dr. Coit kindly read the 
in the latest Part of the Psychical 
’? Before he gets half 
the folly of this guess about 
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demoralisation' of mediums. So Dr. Coit says. He tells 
ushe would ‘rather preserve eternal silence than seek to 
communicate with the dead through such channels! That 
is what we mean by an exhibition of bias. It is not a 
sober judgment. It simply means;—'I don't like it: I 
don't believe it: I won't have it.’ It is neither scientific, 
nor philosophical, nor reasonable. Tt is prejudice. 


One of our most useful allies in the United States is the 
Rev. T. E. Allen. A few months ago he came out with a 
fervent appeal to Spiritualists in favour of making the 
Bible a basis for Spiritualism. He has already seen what 
he would probably call his error. He now says: ‘Iam 
convinced that the only true foundation is a scientific one.’ 
He thinks that even Religion itself is shifting its basis, and 
that this will have to be, and indeed is, less Biblical. 
Theology, he thinks, is dragging its anchors, and there is 
more risk than help to be got out of mooring our craft 
alongside the old pier. 

This view leads him to fall back upon his first love— 
the Psychical Research method ; and he cites instances to 
show how entirely useful that method is in breaking down 
unbelief. He fully admits the value of what Spiritualists 
usually call their evidence, but cites Dr. Hodgson’s im- 
mensely patient investigations, with the help of Mrs. 
Piper, as a specimen of what is needed to convince the 
public. Dr. Hodgson is now a believer in spirit-communion, 
or, in his own words, he holds that ‘the chief “ communi- 
cators” (through Mrs. Piper) are veritably the personalities 
that they claim to be, that they have survived the change 
we call death, and that they have directly communicated 
with us whom we call living.’ And this after some five 
hundred experiments with the same person. Mr, Allen 
asks: ‘Is not such a series of reports better adapted, used 
as a wedge, to rend asunder the rock of prejudice than the 
evidence generally in vogue amongst Spiritualists? Yes, a 
thousand times yes !' 

We would say ‘yes,’ too; but more hesitatingly, 
though we are very grateful to Dr. Hodgson. 


‘Pearls,’ No. 1., Vol. L, has reached us. We hope it 
will live: it is all so bright and sweet and pretty: not a 
bit profound and learned, but full of—well, ‘pearls.’ 


Tt is called ‘A Classie Monthly for the Home Cirele ; 
Devoted to the Mental Forces,’ and is edited by Elizabeth 
Franeis Stephenson. It is published in New York, by 
‘The Metaphysical Publishing Company,’ and in London 
by Gay and Bird. 


A friend writes of Florence Marryat's * A Soul on Fire’: 
‘It has helped me. Such a book does make one wish to 
be unselfish. Pray for the poor souls that have grieved 
and hurt? We can quite believe that there are those 
whom the book may help; and we are thankful to hear 
that it has helped. All books written in earnest 
have helpfulness in them for some one. We have never 
denied that. All we can ever do is to indicate our estimate 


—— 
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of the prevailing tone of a book, or to sum up its value on 
the whole, We have, more than once lately, openly 
washed our hands of every trace of imaginary infallibility. 


Here is an extract from a letter illustrative of the 
destruction of rare binds that is going on in so 

many districts :~- 

‘Vin — had a pair of hawfinches in her garden about 
she happened to mention this to the vicar, and, he i 

"T. - ^ 
lately." The vicar, of course, is ly callous.’ 

Presumably the people at * Nest’ (save the mark ') 


Sore d eot the hawfinehes stuffed and set up in a glass 
people deserve to be removed from ‘The Nest’ 


HE 
] 
i 
3 

: 
1 

i 


; 
' 
i 
d 
ji 
$- 
E& 


n 

i 
RHI 

nl 

g =I " 
H 
j 
E 


jJ 
i 
HE 
iil 


| 
i 


; i 
ii 
i 
: 
i 


i 
F 


4 
i 
i 


‘ GHOSTS AND SPIRITUALISM versus RAW 


MATERIALISM.’ 
BERMON by THE Rev. H. R. Hawes, M 
INcvMEENT or Sr. James's, MARYLEBON 


On Sunday, the 15th inst., at St. James’s Chu: 


morland street, Marylebone, W., the Rev. H. R. H 
delivered a sermon on the above subject. The pre 
said :- 


‘The things which are seen are temporal, the thir 
which are not seen are eternal.’ ‘Eye 
hath not heard . . . the good things which God hat 
prepared for them that love Him.’ 

In these texts you have the whole contrast—almost 
shock of contrast—between the temporal and phenon 
on the one hand, and the eternal and spir 
other. You yourselves are both tempor 
menal and eternal and spiritual. There i 
menal side of you which belongs to tin 
in the shape of the body—the bones, th 
—which belong to things seen and temporal 
better part of you can never be seen. You 
the means of the seen and temporal, but th 
you can never be seen—' the things which are no 
eternal What I love you for is for the unseen part 
nature, which is constantly striving, how i 
to manifest itself. Tt is knowledge, sym 
aspiration—the things which are unseen, 
belong to matter, though they are always tr; 
themselves through matter, and often f; 
things which are behind the body and usir ehiel 
for a time ; these alone glorify the body. But the body isa 
poor sort of thing. It is a way-worn beast of burden, not 
always able to bear the strain of things unseen and l 
put upon it. *Wehave the treasure in earthen vessels,’ as 
St. Paul said. 

Why, my friends, some of you may say it is arrogance for 
poor worms crawling on the surface of the earth, as we are 
to assume that we thus have to do with things uns 
eternal, and to claim affinity with being» and «p 
and above us. I tell you, if you say this, it is o 
are taken in, tricked, with the cheat of the senses. You 
are overwhelmed with the things seen and temporal. But 
these do not stand for your true self. You are greater than 
anything seen and temporal. This body of yours will only 
last a little while ; by-and-bye it will grow cold and stiff, 
only fit to be taken away and buried. That is not you. 
You are greater than the body or any material thing 
bat the sun, moon, and stars. Do not be taken in 


iseen. You area spiritual being—a child of God. 
to things unseen and eternal, although there 
to reveal the fact to the eye of sense, or to 


"ense. That is what makes you so great, so 


at your temporary form, you may seem 
poor trifler on the earth. But once realise 
en ave eternal, and you will soar above 
If shrivels into insignificance before 
ray of self-consciousness, one 
aspiration. These belong to 
yy belong to you, for you are 
the Kingdom, partakers of 
ng to the things unseen and 


on “Gho and Spiritualism v. 
age war, the Bible wages war, 
t war against raw 
n in at times —we are 
gs seen and temporal, 


f raw materialism, because men are so prone to be 
over by what belongs to the lower sphere ; but it 
i 


i 


that, whenever there is a period of materia 
p, there is sure to follow a great prote 
of the spirit world to counteract it. If 
| the history of the world, you will 
‘of this. The first century of Christianit 
pus one, Nothing could be more gr 
Roman Empire at the time of Christ's / 
rld was steeped in brutal materialism. 
ipheaval of Christianity—the a 
l constitution of man, which l 
dreds of years, all through the Mid 
men recognised the spiritual side of things ; 
i in occultism. It appeared accompanied 
‘and degraded superstitions and brutal it 
cause the world then was extrem zraded, 
nt and brutal But all through medieval 
there was an intense belief in the things unseen 
: After that men got so depressed by the degra- 
m into which the Roman Church had dragged every- 
n connection with religion that they were d 
sweep of the theologi 
d, with the result that a great dea a 
valuable was swept away with the things that 
e to part with. No doubt the Reformation 
preserve what was morally good z i 
ut it overshot the mark, and swept as 
Spiritual in its attack on the supernatural 
Church's faith. The result was seen later in the 
of scepticism and infidelity which rolled over 
d, indeed, all Europe—at the beginning of the 
and which culminated at the period of the 
olution in 1792. People rather smiled the 
d'and a future life, and an era of ma 
we had a great upheaval again. You got it on 
al side in the shape of such men as Mesmer, 
| Du Pótet, and the general run of practi- 
ystical arte, mesmerism, and other forms 
cult. On the spiritual side it came in the 
movement, in the revival which was car- 
Wesley and Whitfield, who stood up for 
al intuitions of man. Then came science, which 
veal the wonders of Nature, and to show the 
lay in the minute things as well as in the vast. 
low marvellously man came into the method and 
p and the law of evolution by which the 
d out of the lower. And about fifty years 
E most educated men were either agnostics 
Phey took the view that mind was the product 
force, expressed in the body for the time 
as the mind was dependent on the body, 
‘the final dissolution of both. They 
of nor believed in any spiritual 
rrying on the operations of the mind 
tate of being. Now, you must either have 
iv and the soul or spiritual super- 
or you must sweep God out of the 
the soul out of man, and do what you 
forces. There are two systems. You 
thty, or some great Source of life and 
all things, and in that way get the 
tence of this great universe, or you 
in the shape of matter culminating 
cesses of evolution, thus making 
ve intelligence. In the one case, 
ble god, created by material forces. 
ve the Creator of all things—God 
head. You have to choose between 
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bat they can- 


You read how i he world was 


without form and * And 
the Spirit of God moved Until 
the Spirit of God moved you got no ev ld 


was without form—molecules and | form 


and void. T} 


n you begin 


tion. Evolution is merel; a 
through which mind and life can manifest That i 

Bat evolution can only reveal what exists potentially ; it 
creates nothing, it accounts thing but its own 


mind, there are 


ms and 


evolutionary process. There is life, th 
those mysterious things called matter—a 
cules—in motion. 

Mind says: ‘I want something to manifest through, I 
want to express m 

Matter says: ‘Tr 

‘What can you do!’ says Mind. 

Matter replies: ‘I will express you. I will lend you this 
and this—I will give you nitrogen, oxygen, hydrogen, 
motion ; I will give you atoms compounded and rolled into 
various molecules which will be particles of matter—all sorts 
of atoms ; and with all these sorts of atoms you «hall be able 
to evolve, life shall be able to manifest itself, culminating in 
a vehicle for mind. That which is seeking to express itself 
shall in me—Matter—find a mode of existence. 

Such was the rationale or the process of what we call 
creation—spirit, mind or intelligence manifested through 
matter passing on and up into higher and higher forms, 
being, and expression. 

Well, at last you get a human body through which are 
manifested a mind andsoul. But this body, although it does 
its work pretty well, only holds for a time, and then it wears 
out, and finally dies and is cast aside. 

But Mind still exists, for ‘the things which are not seen 
are eternal,’ and again addressing Matter, it says : 

What can you do for me now 1' 

fatter says: ‘It is very hard. It is very difficult to know 
ou now. But I will condense a spiritual 
1 still material but composed of finer par- 
hie i have just lost. It cannot be seen by 
vision. Stil, there it is for you 
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And thus Mind and Matter are still in serviceable rela- 


tions—after death. - 
‘Now,’ says Mind, ‘T want to re-visit my friends on the 


‘That is harder still,’ says Matter. ‘It is extremely difti- 
eult to mix the spheres, but here are some vapours, Here 
is magnetism. Here are some fine molecules and particles 
which you may possibly be able to use. But it is very 
difficult to build up anything like your old form. Your 
physical body went into the grave, and you cannot use that 
again. But you want to return; you want to give some 
message to those you have left behind. You want to hearten 
them up, to console and comfort them. And you ask what 
I can do. Here are your vapours and essences. There 
is a human circle, and by certain psychic laws you may be 
able to assume material enough to make a shadowy appear- 
ance. It is dificult: it can only be done under certain con- 
ditions ; but you may get what is called a “ materialisation,” 
or you may not get beyond a shadowy ghost.’ 

Well, that is the kind of way in which I interpret the 
philosophy of the Spiritualism hidden in those words, ‘The 
things which are seen are temporal, the things which are not 
seen are eternal.’ 

You have only to carry your mind forward along the lines 
of material evolution, to get a clue to the possibility of the 
mind, after it has used up the physical materials supplied by 
itself in another and higher sphere of existence, which yet 
has points of contact on a certain borderland with this. 

It isa great mistake to suppose that the spiritual body is 
not material. The spirit must use some form of matter 
through which to manifest ; but the spirit body is a subtler 
form of matter, not so gross as to appear physical, not even 


we become convinced of the reality of an unseen world, 
whereas now we have only a propitious hope or a devout 
Well; i a ‘into 
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matter through matter, levitation, as in the 
Elijah and Philip and of our Lord, who was seen to ascend 
into the air. 

A great deal which is now aflirmed concerning such 
oceurrences which happen to-day is affirmed on the evidence 
of scientists of repute, Cases are testified to by some of the 
greatest men of all countries. Professor Mendehell, of St, 
Petersburg, one of the leading Russian scientists, who wrote 
a book to expose Spiritualism and commenced by denoune 
ing the phenomena as fraud and imposture, on further 
investigation has been compelled to change his opinion, and 
is at this moment a firm believer. 

Camille Flammarion, the great French astronomer, has 
entirely given in his assent to the genuineness of phenomena 
on the borderland. 

Our own illustrious Sir William Crookes, who has been 
knighted for his services to science, has also been convinced, 
after most careful and scientific investigation of the subject. 
And I might multiply the distinguished list indefinitely, 
including many of the most respectable names in literature, 
art, and science. 

If these phenomena prove nothing beyond the existence 
of mind apart from the brain and nervous system, they are 
still most important and most interesting, for if there is the 
smallest particle of truth in what is stated, it is enough to 
upset the materialistic theory which tells us that when the 
body dissolves the mind must necessarily also dissolve, and 
that there is no demonstration that there is any life beyond 
the grave. But what we want is a demonstration—that 
intelligence, feeling, and thought will persist after we have 
passed through this transitory life. 

So far, you say, it has been a pious hope, a devout wish, 
a matter of religious aspiration. Why? Because it is so 
deeply implanted in the human constitution that you can- 
not tear it out. But it has only been a pious hope! We 
want something more than that. True, it has been said, 
‘Blessed are they who have not seen and yet have believed.’ 
But the progress of the race to-day has brought us toa 
point where the human mind demands something like a 
proof and the certainty of the immortality of the soul, 
its survival, and of a life beyond the dark confines of 
the grave. 

Very well. If you come to what I call the facts of Modern 
Spiritualism, what you have is this : A circle meet together 
and they sit in company, and after a time, if they sit 
regularly enough, and are patient enough and well-selected 
enough, they are certain to get manifestations. It may be 
they will hear those eurious little raps like the splitting of 
dry wood. If you like to take the trouble to make such an 
experiment, you will soon get enough to show you that there 
is something going on which you cannot explain. Having 
elicited the raps, or even lights, the next thing is to see if 
there is any sense in them, and you make a code of signals, 
it may be one rap for * yes, two for ‘no,’ and so forth. Or 
use the alphabet and get messages spelled out. 

/ you say, ‘may I not be unconsciously directing 
1 Perhaps you may : by exteriorisation of con- 
force, a faculty the mind has in it of acting 
ide of the body. You may get things spelt 
some member of the circle may know all 
ther hand, you may get to hear or spell 
not known to anybody present, but 
find is correct. 
, ‘Oh, this comes from somebody at the 
; somebody who knows of the 
‘my brain or the brain of some- 
that explanation is almost more 
The only fault I have to find 
are more difficult to accept 
ome spiritual intelligence at 
lesses to be. 
is an absurd way of getting 
an absurd way that telegraph 
zh that little needle 
absurd, and if someone 
represents a letter just 


telegraph clerk, it is not 


the absurdi- 


case of 


— 


1898.] 


| and the delusions connected with Spiritualism. No 
here you have me. The fact is that the matter has 
anded over very largely to charlatans, to ignorant 
-minded people, in many instances. Therefore, I 
‘anon Wilberforce aflirms, that Spiritualism is most 
s and most mixed, and also clouded with imposture. 
not think that even he goes further than I do in 
attention to the dangers of the inquiry. The fact 
if you admit that you really come into communica- 
ion with a world of spirits, you cannot always know who 
‘our company is, you cannot always know just where you 
tand. You are like a traveller coming into a strange city. 

ne may try to impose upon you, some may make fun of 
mi; others may seek to taste earth life again through your 
vous organisation. There are undoubtedly dangers ; and 

ore, if you ask me whether you should investigate 
e matters, I say, ‘Take care? You may say : ‘Are we to 
d find out the truth about these things?’ I reply: * By 
if you have a call for it ; if you get an impulse to 


nty that the messages you get, either by writing or by 
out by the alphabet, are bond fide, and cannot be 
for by any ordinary explanation.’ 

when you have proved the possibility of mind tran- 
the life of the body, though you may not have proved 
intelligences you come across at séances are haman, 
je proved that it is possible for mind, life, thought, and 
analogous to your own to exist apart from body and 
‘beyond death. Well now, in the short space of 
otted to me this morning, you will not ask me to go 
borate proofs of all this. I appeal to a large general 
ence, I appeal to much spiritual consciousness, and 
[ have said will be borne out bv many of those present 
norning. 

e shown, first of all, the value and importance of 
even when we have made full abatement for 
n, for wrong uses of the power, for ignorance and 
kedness of all kinds. It is important, because it 
' possibility of the survival of mind, thought, feel- 
d personality beyond the grave. 

L may perhaps go one step further, and admit 
of thousands are persuaded of, namely, that our 
e not dead, but are alive for evermore. 
that these beloved ones are still interested in 
lfare and anxious to give us any help they can. 

d that it may be rather difficult to go, and the sub- 


gences who might be able to do you good. But 
s ye shall know them’; and by a careful 
a reverent and intelligent spirit of investigation, 
thousands more, may arrive at a condition of 
er-communication which will be very helpful to 
mpletely confirm your belief in the immortality 


h to caution you to the utmost. I wish to 
inst plunging into the investigation without 
ght, without prayer and intelligent prepara- 


its ye shall know them.’ ‘Try the spirits,’ 
ungelist. What are the messages? Are they the 
[the friend from whom they are alleged to come 
likely to have written? Do you find that when 
m out you are wiser, better protected, helped 
tion and accomplish good? that you are 
l danger ? 
ret such messages, such aids to devotion or 
does not matter whether they are 
not. They are good, and if these things 
ome to you, and helpful and wise, well, they 
t providential, and they proceed from 
d beneficent souree of guidance and 
number of people who feel no attractions 
en, let es xum ne 
troi [ selves ut to 
Pa eckon, as the ghost 
ing power. Insuch 
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tion, but T would always be guided by the laws of common- 
sense and common morals, 

At present we know little about the laws which control 
these phenomena. But by-and-by we shall know more. It 
may happen that the next evolution of humanity will be in 
the direction of opening up communication with those who 
have passed into a higher sphere and who wish to help us, 
and who know many things which are useful for us to know ; 
so that there will be a closer relation between the teachers 
beyond and the taught here, between those still on the earth 
and those who have passed on. 

At present there are in Spiritualism many things which it 
is difficult to understand. You find, as I said, that frequently 
the lowest and, perhaps, the most degraded intelligences 
come first; then come the curious, the sportive, and the 
frivolous ones; and then you find the unhappy ones who 
seem to be held in the earth-sphere, or the anxious ones who | 
want to tell you something. But at other times it is the | 
loving ones who seem to be sent on errands of mercy. Again, | 
it is a common experience in séances for spirits to signify | 
that they will no longer be able to visit the circle, as they 
are passing into another sphere. 

Well, my friends, I must cast my bread upon the waters 
this morning, and hope to find it after many days. If you 
are drawn towards the subject, you may be guided by some 
of the hints which T have given you, and I pray that you 
may be wisely guided. 

If you believe what the Creed says regarding the com- 
munion of saints you can believe that it is quite possible 
for those who love you and who desire your welfare to put 
themselves in communication with your minds. Thus there 
will be a communion of sainthood between those in the body 
and those out of the body, and it may be that, under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, these dear departed friends 
may be the sympathetic and sweetly reasonable means of | 
helping, comforting, and informing your minds by moni- 
tions, by inspirations, even dreams, and by influences 
strengthening the will-power; and if your mind is in a 
patient, prayerful attitude, maybe you will derive greater | 
benefit than you could possibly derive from any ordinary 
spirit manifestations at current séances. 

So, then, there are possibilities of communion, hints and | 
earnests of re-union, of mutual helpful and prayerful support. 
and encouragement, and of sympathetie progress. Last, but 
not least, let there be always in view the consecration of the 
spiritual universe. You know that phrase in the Creed, ‘7 
believe in the Holy Ghost? You do not make nearly enough 
of that. If you who are Spiritualists or have any desire 
to know about the spirit-world, if you want grand and 
wholesome experience, take this to your heart: Believe in 
the Holy Spirit and a Divine intluence which will illuminate 
and make you safe in your spiritual experiences. 

Believe in the Holy Spirit, and you will be guided 
towards what is holy and best in all spiritual investigation. 

Let these principles be with you when you enter into 
commerce with the spiritual world. Insist with all your 
mind and your heart that whatever you find, whatever you | 
seek at séances, or in any other such way, shall be guided 
by the holy, the just, the good ; never leave out the Ten | 
Commandments. Then shall you know the seeret of the | 
things unseen and eternal, and you will not neglect any- 
thing which makes safe for you the bridge between the two 
states of being, and you will feel yourself sate, whether in 
time or in eternity, whether you deal with the things which 
are seen and temporal, or the things which are not seen and 
are eternal. 


Patmistry.—In the House of Commons, on Monday, Sir 
M. W. Ridley, in reply to Captain Phillpotts, who asked 
whether his attention had been called to the advertisements | 
that were now being publicly displayed in the streets of 
certain persons who professed to tell fortunes by palmistry 
and other means, said that the practice of palmistry was not 
in itself illegal. An offence was only committed when there 
was an intention to impose. Suspicious cases were watched 
by the police, and whenever there was evidence that fraud 
or imposition was being practised they prosecuted the 
offender. They were noticing the cases to which his hon. 
friend referred, 
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AN INDICTMENT AND A REPLY. 


A prominent Psychicalist wrote to us, lately, a letter 
containing the following passage :— 


6o wa necnon id: ln sq a o vincant ad 


me that the erying need among Spiritualists rally i 

that they should, all over the world, take a very determined 

stand racti of chicanery by mediums 
pea - 

by the scientific world generally. 


This, we may say, without going beyond our tether, 
was written for the direct purpose of contrasting the 
methods of Spiritualists and those of The Psychical 
Research Society, and was inferentially a cha:lenge to us, 
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frankly examine the above recited charges against us. By, 
stay a moment, Our correspondent emphasises the phrase 
We very much doubt whether we know what 
Does it mean the majority of Spiritualists, 


tas a body,’ 
that means. 
Spiritualists considered as a whole, the organised Spirit 
ualist Associations, the Spiritualist newspapers, or all of 
these together? In any case, and with any explanation, 
the eharge is manifestly a random one. 
either mean doing more harm than good, or doing as 
mueh harm as good, or doing a little harm as well as a 
great deal of good. We should like to know what our 
friend and critic means. Will he explain, in * Licut’! Our 
In the absence of any explana 


Doing harm may 


columns are at his service. 
tion, and taking the statement broadly, we say bluntly that 
it is absurd to assert that Spiritualists generally have done 
harm to the cause of Spiritualism, or, let us say, to the 
Cause that is as dear to our critic’s heart as to ours, 
Spiritualists have lit the fires or kept them burning all over 
the world, and, but for them, there would have been, so far 
as we can see, no Psychical Research, also so dear to our 
eritie's heart. But for them, we doubt whether Mr. Myers 
and Dr. Hodgson would ever have been brought to the 
knowledge of the truth, as investigators who are in fact, 
if not by accepted designation, as really Spiritualists as 
any members of the London Spiritualist Alliance. 

Then it is asserted that Spiritualists ‘us a body’ have 
neglected to make a stand against frauds. We do not wish 
to be offensive, but we say plainly that it is not true. 
What our eritie may mean is probably this—that Spirit- 
ualists generally have given mediums the benefit of the 
doubt,—that they have given them fair play in a friendly 
spirit,—that a medium, with them, is not a person who is 
allowed to take a seat, but with the preliminary supposition 
that he is of course, in all probability, a cheat. Spiritualists 
have been patient, and have been patient just in proportion 
as they have been experienced, knowing well that sensitives 
are open to all kinds of influence, and that the one thing 
needful in dealing with mediums is patient discrimination. 
But we repudiate the suggestion that we have been 
dangerously tolerant of frauds. Will our critic say that 
this has ever been true of ‘Lian,’ that this has ever been 
true of ‘The London Spiritualist Alliance,’ or of any 
organised Society in this country? We very much doubt 
whether it is true of a single Society or newspaper in 
America. On the contrary, the opinion we have formed is 
that, even in America, the hot anger of Spiritualists against 
frands may lead to injustice in some cases where sensitives 
ps Sag wrongfully suspected, or where they may be more 
than cheats. This matter may not be as simple 


_ and as much on the surface as our critic seems to imagine. 


absurdity of the charge that Spiritualists 
ly have neglected to make a stand against fraud is 
; We are not such frivolous fools as to connive at 
r by cheats: and on a matter of such 
e. Is it likely ! 
n of the so-called ‘scientific world,’ 
little sick of this everlasting 
anatomists and —conjurers, 
men of science who have 
of the obstructions of their 
his subtile field of inquiry it is 
n ent up a corpse, or analyse a 
y a beetle, or trick 
, as a rule, doomed to 
y expect to see: and 
ie Sir William Crookes 
ian of science whose 
ive, but because it is 
t is so foreign to all 
be able to transfer 


last charge, or remark, is a little hard to bear, 
Our foremost ground of complaint is that so many who 
ily agree with us hold off, for reasons best known to 
: elven; and here, on our critic’s own showing, the 
[ e have at heart is his; and yet he sheers off with a 
ort of superfine disdain, Why? He hardly conceals the 
reason. We are not popular ; the scientific world sniffs at 
| there are difficulties. Besides, we are too ready 
ld scoundrels, and so the Cause that he has at 
; injured; and, therefore, mark the wonderful 
—therefore, he will have nothing to do with us. 
ill not help to keep ns straight, and rescue the Cause 
as at heart: he will not come in and throw his 
ee on the side of the few who, anyhow, must be 
"for better things. He will let the Cause he has 
go to the devil, for all he will do to save it. He 
even come to the Congress and bring his mop. He 
pass by on the other side! It is difficult to 
rstand such a policy. It is difficult to detect either 
ry, its logic, or its sense. 


o ‘Inter-Ocean’ gives us a reply of a different 
by a critic of another order of mind. It con- 
gestions of value far beyond Mr. Talmage and his 
The writer is Judge H. N. Maguire : 
Frank De Witt Talmage said, in a sermon, as 
the *Inter-Ocean ' of last Monday : ‘Spiritual- 
mediums are impostors, one and all,’ ‘no exceptions,’ 
y devils, crouching in their dens,’ ‘lying, thieving 
cals,’ 

[am not a partisan Spiritualist, but, in common with all 
ing people of the world, especially the thinking portion 
must concede that Modern Spiritualism, with its 
nd phenomena, has done more since its advent to 
ines of religious thought, and stimulate new, 
polemical discussions and pulpit fulminations 
ing centuries. No well-informed, fair-minded 
this, be his religious bias or prejudice what 
ie more ib is antagonised the more its adherents 
fact long since recognised by more prudent 
than Mr. Talmage.—wherefore in late years it has 
‘orm policy of the clergy to ignore it, or try to. 
Wherents are philosophers, scientists, historians, 
educators, poets, lawyers, physicians, editors, 
listers of highest rank. Unwittingly, in his 
tion Mr. Talmage valuably contributes to the 
of knowledge regarding spirit communion 
able enough to believe, shockingly vulgar 
ous in spirit as his attack is, that he was 
inted by personal investigation in making 
tion of his to the common stock of such 
entest value to the investigator. . . . 
gation (whieh he must make before he 
authority on the subject) Mr. Talmage 
bring to the subject a becoming spirit, as 
- defined by that poet Spiritualist on the 
of thought—Alfred Tennyson : 

nshalt thou, or any, call 

from their golden day, 

them, thou, too, canst say, 

peace with all.’ 

Mr. Talmage are generally false, 
sing as mediums do rankly abound. 
s well know this, though many of 
the attack. 

fail of its penalties in any diree- 
cular life, confusion and humi- 


ie ate and time- 


^ has adopted of 
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INTERNATIO NAL CONGRESS 
SPIRITUALISTS 


AND OTHERS INTERESTED IN PSYCHICAL SCIENCE, 


London: June roth to 24th. 


RELIGIOUS SERVICE. 

The Congress will be opened by a Religious Service, 
Which will be held in the Banqueting Room, St. James's 
Hall (Regent-street entrance), on Sunday Evening 
JUNE 19TH, and will be conducted by 1 

The REV. J. PAGE HOPPS, 

The Service will be commenced punctually at 7 o'clock; 
doors open at 6.30. 

A Collection will be madé at the close in aid of the 
fund for defraying the expenses of the Congress. 


RECEPTION. 


Members of the Council of the London Spiritualist 
Alliance, Limited, will attend at the Offices of the Alliance, 
110, St. Martin'slane, W.C., on Monday, June 207TH, 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., for the. reception of Visitors to 
whom personal interviews may be of interest. Friends are 
expected from the United States of America, and from 
France, Italy, Germany, Switzerland, Sweden, Denmark, 
Norway, Holland, and other countries on the European 
Continent. 


CONFERENCES. 

Conferences will be held as under in the Banqueting 
Room, St. James's Hall (Regent-street entrance) :— 
Tuesday, June 21, from 2.30 to 5 p.m.,and from 7 to 10 p.m. 
Wednesday, JUNE 22, 
Thursday, Jung 23, 


” " 
» - 

At these meetings addresses on subjects of vital import- 
ance will be given, and discussion invited. 

Admission will be fre, and it is hoped that all friends 
will be in their seats some minutes before the time fixed 
for the commencement of business, so that the proceedings 
may be begun with strict punctuality. 


CONVERSAZIONE. 

On Friday Evening, June 24rm, a GRAND 
RE-UNION will be held in the Large St. James's Hall 
(entrances in Piecadilly and Regent-street), at 7 o'clock, 
with Musie and Refreshments. 

The distinguished artiste, SIGNORINA DELLA Rocca, has 
kindly promised to give Violin Solos during the evening. 

Organ Recitals by Mn, WILLIAM A. DUNN. 

Admission to the Conversazione will be free—-by ticket 
only. ‘Tickets may be obtained on application to the 
Secretary of the London Spiritualist Alliance, 110, St. 
Martin’s-lane, W.C. ; or at his office in St. James's Hall, in 
the intervals between the Sessions of Conference, on the 
afternoons of Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. Appli- 
cations by post must be accompanied by a stamp for reply. 

J^ The name and full ‘postal address of every friend 
using a ticket of admission to the Conversazione must be 
written on the back of the ticket before presentation at the 
entrance of the hall, or it will he of no avail. The names are 
nol required for the purpose of publication. 


EDITORS oF SPIRITUALIST PAPERS AND MAGAZINES 
are respectfully requested to make the above arrangements 
known as widely as possible, and to send copies of their 
publications for the visitors’ rooms. 

ALL INQUIRIES should be addressed to the undersigned 
at the Office of the London Spiritualist Alliance, Limited, 
110, St. Martin'slane, London, W.C. 


E. DAWSON ROGERS, President. 
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THE ASCENSION OF 
WILLIAM EWART GLADSTONE. 


A Discourse GIVEN at THE Free CHRISTIAN CHURCH, 
Croypox, ox Sunpay Mornine, May 22x9, 
ny J. Paar Horrs. 


Last Thursday was the day set apart by the old Church 
in commemoration of the Ascension of Jesus Christ after 
his resurrection. It was most beautiful and fitting that, as 
it dawned upon us, our greatest Englishman made it his 
ascension day,—a day he specially loved to honour,—a day 
which now teaches us a most precious truth, while our minds 
and hearts are stirred and touched with a signal instance of 
what the true ascension is. 

This fine spirit, who has ended his career in this dim 
scene of struggle, as one of the Church militant, and gone 
into the world of light, as a member of the Church 
triumphant, has left behind him a record and the fruits 
of splendid services which no Englishman will wish to 


On another oceasion, you will be invited to join with me 
in a study which will take note of those services and 
attempt some estimate of his many-sided character. To-day, 
let us keep ascension day together, and test our faith in its 
highest reaches, in the light of this bright spirit's promotion 
into the unseen. 

Do we really believe it! Do we quite grasp the fact that 
this noble soul has marched out of the earthly tent, and, as 
a spirit-person, has gone into spiritlife! I do: and, so far 
as I can see, that is what Immortality must mean. It is 
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future ‘last day '—it may be millions of year 
sorrowful verdict must be for annihilation 

But now we know the origin of the old idea of the resur 
rection which clung to the flesh. 
ignorance of the elementary truths of the 
which everyone now has a chance of understanding. That 
philosophy, as profound as it is simple, 
is profound, is based upon the distinction between thing 
seen and unseen, and is now strongly entrenched in the 
great doctrines of Continuity and Evolution. ‘The thing 
which are seen are temporal, and inferior, and ‘the thing 
which are not seen are eternal, Spirit is 
higher than flesh, and soul is superior to physical sense 
‘There is an earthly body, and there is a spiritual body ; 
and, as we have borne the image of the earthly, so shall we 
bear the image of the heavenly ’; or, in} other words, 
in a State of transition ; we are passing on trom lower to 
higher stages ; the physical is creative or educational, and 
for the sake of the spirit which is supreme. Death, there 
fore, is orderly ;—not really death, but an immense step on 
in the march of life,—an emerging of the spirit to the spirit 
plane for the next great experiment of being. This is the 
true resurrection, the real ascension, with which the 
body has not, and never can have, anything to do. 

Think what follows from this. The 
only the real world, the superior world, the world of great 
promotions ; it is also the world of supreme s it is the 
mighty gathering-sphere of the hosts of God, who ‘serve Him 
day and night in His temple. But His ‘temple’ is the 
Universe, and His ‘service’ is the carrying out of His 
creative and redeeming plans. 

Think what that means. The mightiest spirit-forces, the 
wisest redeeming forces, are beyond the veil. Heaven is not 
a place for selfish enjoyment. How could it be, for such an 
intrepid, adventurous, reforming spirit as this that we have 
just sent there? It must be the scene of vast enterprises 
for the amelioration, the educating and the saving, of the 
multitudes who pass from us in darkness, misery and sin. 

We have not lost him, then. He is only transferred, pro- 
moted, ascended. All the power and experience that earth 
gave him will be retained, but with vast accessions of know- 
ledge, light and strength. The arena for the use of his 
splendid sympathies and powers will be enormously 
His work on earth will be but as a narrow, brief 
apprenticeship compared with what he now will have to do: 
for, in that spirit-sphere, there are no closed doors, no 
changeless dooms, no hopeless hells; but only vast reforma- 
tories for the vicious, infinitely varied training schools for 
the ignorant, hospitals for the sick and homes for the 
children. And doubtless there are tyrants to be beaten 


to eome- t] 


Its parent was sheer 
spirit philosophy 


and as rational as ji 


and superior. 


we are 


pirit-world is not 


ervice ; 


| 


down, and eruelty to be eurbed, and temporary hells to be 
emptied or turned into progressive heavens; and he who on 
_ arth, centuries ago, came to seek and save that which was 
sp m be leading on his glorious hosts in their 
: i it authority have I for saying this, and how 

i true? I know it because I know that a 
and sin is constantly flowing 
to that. I know it because I know how God 
ty forces are working here, and because it is in- 
are everywhere the same. [know 
the heart of all things the law of 
cow it because I know God is wisdom, 
| and because it is impossible that 
such splendid instruments only 
T know it because, if there is a 
back from service the millions 
iave found one another there. 
ip, to their divine enter- 
helpfulness, our splendid 
ir gratitude and blessing, we 
yt with grief, keep his Ascen- 


sarily left over to 
iter would render both 
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OSOPHY ON THE DATE OF THE 
ATLANTEAN DELUGE. 


In the ‘Story of Atlantis’ we are told, as a theosophical 
that Atlantis suffered four catastrophes ; the first 
8 no, the second 200,000 s ago, the third 
ars ago, and the last 9561 v. 


lation, 


: The author also 


strophes, too, on a scale such as have not 


} been 
dence 1 


during the life of our present. Fifth Hace, took 
more than one occasion during the progress of the 
Th destruction of Atlantis was accomplished by a 
trophes varying in character from great cata- 
which whole territories and populations perished, 
ratively unimportant landslips such as occur on our 
ts to-day. When the destruction was once inaugu 
y the first. reat catastrophe, there was no intermission 
inor landslips, which continued slowly, but steadily, 
ay the continent’ (pp. 2-3). 
extraordinary theosophical error with regard to the 
e Great Pyramid, pointed out in the last number 
T, renders the enormous dates of the first three 
phes extremely doubtful. There is, howe at 
ent no collateral evidence by which we may decide this 
it; with regard to the date of the final catastrophe the 
is different. 
be admitted that, at first sight, the evidence for 
date seems strong. Not only does the Mahatmic 
: with that viven by Plato, who records what Solon 
an Egyptian priest ; but it is also confirmed 
recently discovered by Le Plongeon. An extract 
4 worth 


ver. 


L mu: 


mo MS.appears to have been written about 
S ago, among the Mayas of Yucatan, and the 
its description of the catastrophe that sub- 
of Poseidonis. “In the year 6 Kan, on the 
in the month Zac, there occurred terrible earth- 
continued without interruption until the 13th 
! country of the hills of mud, the land of Mu, 
: being twice upheaved, it suddenly disap- 
the might, the basin being continually shaken 
orces. "ing confined, these caused the land 
rise several times and in various places. At 
urface gave way, and ten countries were torn 
nd scattered. Unable to stand the force of the 
sank with their sixty-four millions of 
years before the writing of this book.”’ 
is Arnold who pointed out, in his edition of 
at where a new reading exists in seven MSS., 
hat six of these were copied from the seventh, 
for that reading rests, not on seven MSS., but 
correspondingly, if we could discover among 
three widely separated nations documents 
e story, and all written just after the events 
the evidence for their historical accuracy 
chable. But when a gap of some 
rs exists, it is conceivable that these later 
+ embody some still more ancient tradition, 
not be altogether accurate. In such a 
tly guided by collateral evidence, either 
he reverse. 
‘Book of God, frequently quoted as an 
ame Blavatsky, he speaks of ‘the submer- 
itinent Atlantis ; a submersion produced 
rth’s axis, by earthquakes also, and the 
sous fires: it began on February 19th, 
66.) Kenealy's chronology is A.M., meaning 
t anno mortalium, in accordance with his 
n has lived here for about 10,000 years. 
f. Jesus as 7800 ast, it is easy to calcu- 
is equivalent to 3302 p.c., or 5,200 
ained his date of February 19th, I 
Orientalist and an omni- 
vered it in some ancient 
x to ascertain if this day and 
month of the Troano MS. 
ding to Theosophy 
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vinced that the world had been destroyed several times 


bios Å 
before the creation of (the present race of) man ; and he 
further held that geology taught that the last great catas- 


trophe must have occurred le 


than five thousand years 
ago’ (p. 311). Perhaps some of the readers of * LtoWwr! can | 
give the exact quotation from Cuvier, the name of the work 
from which it is taken, and the date. This calculation of 
Cuvier coincides far more closely with the date given by 
Kenealy than it does with the Mahatmie date; and the 
identity of his ‘last great catastrophe’ with the Atlantean 
r in ‘The Secret 


hown by Madame Llavats 


cataclysm is 
Doctrine, where we read : ‘At the close of eve 


y root-race 


m, in turn by fire or 


there comes a catac 
The Fourth Root-race, . . at the end of which took 
place the last deluge’ (Vol, HI., p. 46). 


en + o 


1 of chronology, however, several 


antis’ have been com- 


Apart from the ques 


of the statements in the 


firmed (and anticipated) by ris in the ‘ Wisdom of 
the Adepts In the former work we read of the Toltee or 
third sub-race of the Fourth Root-race :— 

‘When necessary, thi asty was recruited from the 
Lodge of Initiates; but asa rule the power was handed down 
from father to son, all being more or less qualified, and the 
son in some cases receiving a further degree at the hands of 
his father. Partly through their psychic faculties, 
which were not yet quenched in the depths of r ity to 
'terwards descended, and partly through 
nments during this culmination of 
m, the most intellectual and energetic 
obtained more and more 
insight into the working of and more and more 
control over some of her hidden forces. Now the desecration 
of this knowledge, and its use for selfish ends, is what con- 
stitutes sorce The awful effects, too, of such desecration 
are well enough exemplified in the terrible catastrophes that 
overtook the race. The followers of the “ black art” 
rose in rebellion. Constant assertions of indepen- 
dence made by the tributary kings, and continual 
battles were fought in different parts of the empire. . A 
The air-ship or flying machine was then a realised 
fact. . . . In the later days, when war and strife had 
brought the Golden Age to an end, battleships that could 
navigate the air had to a great extent replaced the battle- 


which the rac 
their scientific 
f rast 

Atlantean civilisatie 
members of the rz 


» gradually 


Nature's law 


ships at sea’ (pp. 28-52). 

In the ‘Wisdom of the Adepts,’ printed 1584, or twelve 
years before the ‘Story of Atlantis, we read thus con- 
cerning the ‘third epoch,’ that is, the third sub-race, of the 


Atlanteans: 
'ivilisation is attaining 
to the splendour of its days. They have rulers who are 
called gods and goddesses ; these have made to themselves a 
magnificent seat amid the mountain region of their land. 
They have re-discovered, by the evil ways of their occult 
intelligence, the lost arts that were known to the generations | 
before the flood ; though in an inferior and contracted style 
Frem time to time fierce dissensions break forth 
among themselves ; dyna ari upon the ruins of 
dynasty. They steep their pons in a magical fluid, 
and cast darts from great engines, that consume the flesh 
which they penetrate. They have huge fire-ships with which 
to navigate the air; in their intestine wars, battles are 
fought above the clouds. A record of these is preserved in 
those shadowy traditions which refer to wars among the 
gods, and to the battles of the Titans with the divinities. 
From these people came the mania of war, which gradually 
infected the body of mankind during the ages which 
followed after the earlier periods of the renaissance. . . 
During the cataclysmal period which commenced after the 
meridian of the renaissance, the groups of islands that were 
the seats of this great people, great in art, science, learning, 
war, conquest, magic and magical religion, were suc imd 
submerged ; after this the human race was again in a species 
of decline. (Pars. 441-2.) k ! 

Yet Theosophists have made no acknowledgment of the 
prior teaching of Mr. Harris on these points. —- 

E.,W^ Berriver, M.D. 
48, Sussex-gardens, Hyde Park, W. 


Mz. J, J. Morse.—Our readers will be pleased to learn 
that we received a telegram on Monday last announcing our 
friend's safe arrival at New York on the previous day. The 
* Banner of Light’ states that after attending the Jubilee.at 

Rochester, N.Y., where ‘he will receive a warm welcome 

om his thousands of friends in America,’ he will leave again 
he International Congress to 
19th to 24th, when the American 
ill probably be repre- 
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THE BAD HABIT OF DYING. AN IMPORTANT KATE FOX STORY 


We do not in the slightest degree think Helen Wilman The Freeman's Journal,’ in answering a 
is going to have it her own way, buther protest against the says that if so-called spirit. communicati 
i x i tricks they are demoniacal. [t tells how t 
that the secret of this indignant and exultant revolt — fraudulent from a real spirit manifesta! 
against dying is only the development of a very intense of its tests — It is real, and ther) 
consciousness of immortality. Bat her fight against the medium, or one supposed to be possess L« 


E 
: 
i 
i 
; 
E 


old enemy will do no ane any harm. given by the will and not expressed by 


Tn a late number of ‘Freedom, she gives a reason for ternal signs; or, if the command or question is giver 
the faith that is in her; and there is sense in it, She language'unknown to the medium or possessed p 
SAYS .— the answer given in that unknown language, or if t 
answer given is evidently unknown to the med 
her natural state." 

This is what we call queer logic: the inferen 


is when ‘The Freeman's Journal’ goes on to it 


over 


A priest, now dead, told us of the following case: Kar 
Fox, one of the original Fox sisters, of R ster knock 

fame, who married Dr. Kane, the exp! 
Catholic. She was required to discontinu 
séances and performances. She complied with t 
ment for a time. But, becoming poor and | 
liberal pay for her mere presence at the s 
sulted the priest to know if she could not ace: 
a means of support, promising to take no part f: 
being present. During the conversation that 

priest heard sharp, clear, and distinct raps. 


5 EF 
n 


T 
] i 
Hir 


T 


the floor. 
* What or who is that!’ he asked. 
“Tt is the person or being that follows me, said Mrs 
Kane. ‘I cannot deny its existence, and I was not required 
to when I became a Catholic. But its presence is not by 
my procurement. Jt goes and comes as it wills, and makes 
its presence known as you hear.” 
*Do you know who it is!” 
*Ldo not. It gives different names, anl I have fre- 
quently caught it lying.’ 
*]s it intelligent, and does it know things ! 
Me is intelligent, and has told me many things that I 
í to be true, and it has told many things that I 
now to be false." 
‘he pri determined to make a test. He was from 
; eland cp pera first name was an odd and 
unusual | and he said he believed there was not in 
d ea a man, woman, or child, save himself, who knew it 
ur his grandmother. He asked : 
ne or whatever it is, know the name of my 


n T ve ree. clear raps on the table. 


: Hn says it does, but I have fre 
"Tet it tell, and you will know if it 


i 


y; 


did 
ERE 


Il ou the alphabet. Let us sup 


"we have forgotten it. She 


I ne down to R, . 
Lit went on till the name 


E 
ie medium. 
dvice to you is to have 
- Jt knows more than 
mno way of knowing 
m of which you are 


the demoniacal origin being so absurdly arbitrary. But it 


point that the arbitrary absurdity culminates. It says :— 


in the centre of the parlour, now on the door, and again on 


this is the first time that a ve rsion of the‘ 


L has come from the Catholic camp. ‘The Fre 
Journal ^ is in error as to the identity of Kate Fox 
at does not matter, as the * recant story affected 
Kane as well as Kate Fox (Mrs. Jencker ri 
| tsare, that the Catholie Chur: h did s 
Kate F it 


t, under great pressure, ` 
and maintained the genuineness of the ma 
‘that ber poverty did enter as a 

ons, and that she surrendered | : 
ber mediumship. A further important poi 
mation of the explanation that her prese: 
was nof a recantation or conf. 
_ She sold her * mere presence 
n that soon came to an 
atly real. 
freeman’s Journal’ adds another story,—a cas 
Father Grueiner :— 
orant country boy out in Wisconsin 
"an energumen (one po 
Cürueiner heard of the ca 
"On his way he came near miss 

It had withdrawn from the w 


to travel on. 
came, and it had to land again 
mrrived at midnight at the little t 
hich the young man lived. He v 
ts house with the intention of dii 
to see the young man. While at breakfast 
ext morning the housekeeper came i ! 
rand said there was a young man in tl 
ited to see the priest. He proved to ! 
me so far to see. The resident priest asked 
de you come in so early !* 

See the strange priest.’ 

you know there was a strange priest here 

Mir gesagt—he told me, said the young man, 


his Own breast. In talking to Father Grueiner 


Near missing the boat last nicht,’ referring to 
ook place many miles away. 

ou know that !' 

gesagt.” 

m asked in Latin the young man re 
incorrect pronunciation of a word. 

t that word wrongly,’ said the priest ; to 
e reply was made: * How can I give the 
pronunciation when I have to make use of this 
puth tongue ? 

bove incidents from memory, not having 
book at hand, but we believe they are in 
Other things were said and done by the 
h left no doubt that besides his own slow 
"mind there was in or about him another 
aperior strength and knowledge that con- 
n and used his organs of speech, as the 
iom St. Paul silenced used the tongue of 


lied in 


‘The Freeman's Journal's’ logie (and 
D the conclusion that this also was 
at betrays such desperate prejudice. 


k W. Warts. — Under the title 
What then {’ Mr. E. W. Wallis gave an 
evening last to a large audience in 
a report, which we propose to 


qun of the Society for Psychical Research in London, 


lay to att 
Mesmer, € 


1 


tion 
now 
com] 
An 


under the supervisi 


place in Paris, 
l| proved 


a revolving g 

l about breast-high, 
It was 
e in 


stand, for the purpose 

dise, while, within a short dist 
an extreme ive galvanometer was placed. 
found that with many of those thus examined, about or 


; sensi 


each four, gnetic needle was detlected in one or the 
other direction, according to tl ie subject, the 
breast corresponding to the N back to the 


opposite pole of the magnet. 
As these experiments were | repeated upon a 
large number of persons, they can be held as conclusive. 


* Nova Lux,’ an Italian review, published in Rome, and 
edited by Professor Giovanni Hoffman, gives the following 
notice :— 

*Another old Spiritualist, Professor Giovanni Damiani, 
pe over, on April 10th, in Naples, his native town. He 
nad reached his eightieth year. 

: ‘Professor Damiani had married an English lady and 
lived in England during thirty vears, being a warm admirer 
of British customs. He travelled a great deal and visited 
almost every country of Europe, defending and helping the 
cause of Spiritualism on every available occasion. In Italy 
he was the first to experiment with E sapia Paladino, ay 
Aa: her mediumistic faculties to public notice. He con- 

to many Spiritualist periodicals, was a corre- 


or president of several Spiritualist societies, and 
member s^ International Academy fs, the 
chol n Rome. His life was an example of 
Sid S - 


Kd r titude, and he will be remembered by 
ds and co-workers with the sincerest affection 


“NATURAL HEALING? 


Lacrers RY Mr. J. W. ATKINSON. 


Amongst the most hopeful. indications of present-day 
progress are the various movements in favour of a return to 
natural methods, Tn all probability these are the outcome 
of a very healthy reaction against the conditions of our 


to Nature" is now obtaining a more mature and disciplined 


by Me 
Saturday last, the 21st inst, delivered a lecture on ‘Natural 


Healing, accompanied by demonstrations at Exeter Hall, 


Professor Matthews, who presided, said that Father 
Higgins (the chaplain of the Duke of Norfolk) was to have 
taken the chair, but was unavoidably prevented from being 
Present. He, however, read a letter from the absent gentle- 
wan, in which the writer bore strong testimony to the relief 
which he had received from the medical treatment of Mr. 
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1 
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remarkable example was that of a lady suffering from 4 
displaced shoulder. She told the audience that she haq 
been operated upon in two London hospitals, and had been 
seen by an eminent specialist ; but had been l 
up as incurable, The results of the manipulation, by 
Mr. Atkinson coaxed and adjusted the muscles, soon a 
when the lady was able to extend her arms above 

AN the cases treated presented points of int , and 
the nature of the injury and method of treatment wen 
explained by tho lecturer in each instance. lt was not 
elaimed that a complete and absolute eure was wro 
each ease : but that à very substantial measure of relie 
afforded there could be no doubt, One of the patients—an 
engine driver— who from cold and. exposure had. partly lost 
the use of his limbs, expressed his relief in enthusiasti 
tenus to a representative of * Lion, stating that he was ir 
hope of soon being able to return to his work 

That there is a psychic element in Mr. Atkinson's methods 
seems very evident, and hence we feel justified i 
lecture an extended notice. As there appears to 
impression that he is an American, it may be well t 
here that he is an Englishman, his native place | 
Westmoreland, His recent tour through Am l 
him into great prominence there, judging by 
sheaf of Press notices which he produced. His of 
Sandow, Pedlar Palmer, and other athletes seem to have made 
him very popular in sporting circles. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


The Editor. is not responsible for opinions er 
sometimes publ ishesiwhat he! tag 
purpose of presenting views that may el icit discuss: 
Useful Dreams. 
Sik, — After reading the article in your last i 
the above heading, it oceurs to me that some of y 
may be able to explain a dream which I have h 
sometimes it will come several nights in succession. 
that my youngest brother is a child again (he is nov 
T always have him by the hand or in my 
arms. As I have had several prophetic dreams | feel sure 
there must be some meaning to this Can an t 
lighten met E BELIEVER. 
East London Spiritualists’ Association. 
Su —Kindly allow us to invite your readers to contribute 


be a 


itis 


to a testimonial which we wish to present to our dear brother, 
Mr. J. Veitch, who, through a long illness, has had to retire 
both from his business and all society work. 
ours could justly tell his worth ; he was always willing, and 


No words of 


i agwat uphill work for our glorious 
fi Veitch and his devoted wife have been invalz 
and we feel sure that they have a large circle 
owe trust, will rally around and help us to make 


SUCCESS, 
nudi. a= Taos. MeCaLLU, Hon. Sec 
ARD, Hon. Treas. 


bscriptions will be most thankfully received by 
d, Hon. Tr or, 42, Borthwick-road, Ley 


WORK 


HENLEY-STR BarrERsEA PARK-ROAN 
EE t, Mr. H. Boddington will 
he Phil of Trance Medium 

Dr. anton Coit on ‘Mrs. Pipers 
BAS pa prompt. Questions and 

sts’ Mission, Surrey Masoxte 
bs Dn Sunday next, at 
I hildren's Lyceum ; 
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PRICE ONE SHILLING. 
Post free, Is. 24d. Annual Subscription, 12s. 


print! Review (26, Charing Cross) is a magazine 
oelety might te proud, lt is weighty, striking, 
nd up to date. The articles are all by recognised 
all deal with some aspect of a rei ally ro- 
t is a very remarkable shilling's worth 
rna. 
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MRS. J. J. MORSE'S HOTEL, 
FLORENCE HOUS}, 
26, OSNABURGH STREET, REGENTS PARK, LONDON, N.W. 
THE ONLY SPIRITUALIST HOTEL IN LONDON. 


The Hotel is very centrally si itaated. All Places of Amusement, Basi- 
ness, or General Interest are easily and cheaply accessible, The main 
lines of railway have their termi ini within a shilling cab ride. Omnibases 
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MR. FRANK H. RANDALL, 
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Begs to anrounce that his OF — E d CONSULTING ROOM are now 


Army and Navy iiki, Victoria Street, Westminster, 


LONDON, S.W. (Next to ang and Navy Stores), 


gentlemen who desire to 
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adents show 
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RESEARCHES IN THE PHENOMENA 
OF SPIRITUALISM. 


By SIR WILLIAM CROOKES, F.RS. 


Embodying the following Treati ises reprinted from the ‘Quarterly 
Journal of Science.” 
tualism Viewed in the Light of Modern Science; 
jon of a New Force, pate further experi- 
Wit th sixteen Dllustrations and Diagrams, 
proving beyond all doubt the reality of the Ph 
* Psychic Force and Modern Spiritualism.’ à reply to the ‘Quarterly 
"Review ' and other critics, to which is added Correspondence apon 
Dr. Carpenter's asserted Refutation of the Author's s Experimental 
Proof of the Existence of a hitherto Uzdetected Force, with two 
Illestrations. 
* Notes of an Ingairy into tbe Phenomena called Spiritzal d -= 
& To which are added three letters, pny 
Samaras 
a ; the photographing Katie img'by t 
Light With exem [ustrations of appliances for 
the scientific demonstration of the genuineness of the Phenomena, 
including Portrait of Mr. D. D. Tm holding the accordion under 
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